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Comparison between Ivan and Oedipus
[bookmark: _GoBack]Oedipus rex is a tale about the fate of Oedipus that was predetermined at birth by the gods. His fate stated he was the one that would kill his father. After his father heard about the message from the gods, he ordered that the child’s feet should be broken and left to die. However, the child never died as expected since he was rescued. Later, he killed his father and married his mother as fate dictated.
On the other hand, the story about Ivan depicts a character living a life that he had shallow option to change. He lived an artificial life, conforming to the patterns around him, and performed actions that were not of his judgment. The tragedy that appeared in both cases is the fact that they lived a predetermined life (The Death of Ivan Ilych). Hence, they live a life lacking true freedom and individuality. Also, they came to regret their action later in life after messing up already. 
However, the difference that exists in their tragedies is the nature of their fate. In the case of Ivan, he lived a false life, trying to copy the social status of aristocrats. He adopted a lifestyle of blocking away any situation around him that arouse disagreement. It made him spend more time in his job, especially if he had a conflict with his wife, making him live a lonely life. On the other hand, the Oedipus story was more compelling since it had a harsher fate and harsh experiences. Besides the fact that he had to kill his father, all plans set to cheat his fate never succeeded. It was a clear indication that human beings cannot change their fate as well as the fate of others (“Oedipus Rex by Sophocles”). The saddest part about his miserable life is that he blinded himself as a means of self-punishment for what he had done.
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